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The Speech Team Goes Vir tual 
Written by: Ms. Wojdelski

This whole year, the Speech team has still managed to 
stay competitive, even if it was in a virtual setting.  Students 
and coaches spent countless hours after school to keep the team 
alive from September until the IHSA State competition in 

February all remotely.  Thornton brought 
back many awards throughout the season and 
the culminating event was the ISHA series.  
The team hosted the virtual Regional 
competition and competed with all 14 events 
and a PIR earning 2nd place overall as a 
team.  If the students placed in the top 4, they advanced to the 
Sectional competition. 13 events, and the PIR managed to 
advance to Sectionals.  

The Sectional is a very difficult competition and only 3 
students advance to the State finals.  After the day was over, 
Thornton managed to advance two competitors to the State 
finals:  Yalari Trice in Special Occasion Speaking and 
Antoine Stokes in Original Comedy.  These two represented 
the Thornton team well and Antoine earned 5th place in the 

State for his event.  The entire team worked extremely hard this year under very 
difficult circumstances with all competitions being virtual. Congratulations to 
the entire team on another successful year!
_______________________________________________________________

Mock Tr ial News 
Mock trial participants also had the opportunity to participate in several 

competitions this season, and they represented well at each and every one of 
them. Each of the matches that were participated in were held over Zoom. 
Antoine Stokes Jr.,D Ziya Bright, Victoria Norrington, Benita Romero Nunez, 
Sydney Patterson, Craig Robinson II are all of the students that competed on 
Saturday, March 6th. Antoine was awarded Outstanding Attorney, and Benita 
was awarded outstanding witness.  There were over 800 participants and our 
Wildcats were the top two in each category.  Wildcats went 1 and 1, defeating 
Homewood -Flossmoor High School.  If you would like to view the defeating 
round against Homewood -Flossmoor, feel free to visit YouTube at: 
https://youtu.be/MNeD_JUPRC8.

https://youtu.be/MNeD_JUPRC8
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The Resilient Wildcat

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL

The Websters definition of resilience is an ability to recover from or adjust easily to 

misfortune or change. Wildcats, there is no doubt in my own military mind that after 

over 12 months of abruptly restricted and hyper-adjusted socialization, none of us are 

the same. This restricted (however temporary) lifestyle we?re being asked to comply 

with has significantly impacted all of in some form or fashion, and there?s a very high 

probability that the impact is negative, or challenging. However, there are those who 

have quickly adjusted and have adapted inside of this pandemic; this new way of 

living and learning, and are being very successful. I?m talking about our young teenage 

Wildcat Students! Not one day has passed since March of 2020 that I?ve heard some 

of the most tragic news about other individuals and families who were impacted by all 

of the properties this pandemic presents, such as COVID deaths, unemployment, 

broken families, permanent illness, and the list goes on. Meanwhile, in Wildcat 

Country, I?m hearing of students who for the first time, are working jobs and attending 

to their school work. Resil ient ! Many of us are struggling daily to find a quiet space to 

conduct classes inside of the home, and communicate with our teachers and other 

Wildcat Staff on our computers and phones, and are being successful! Resil ient ! The 

lesson learned here students is you will spend the rest of your life making 

adjustments to misfortune or change, and for those who are doing it well can now 

claim resil ience as part of their personal character. I and the rest of our entire 

Wildcat Staff are extremely proud of those students who just refuse to lose. You?re on 

the grind everyday making it happen! For those who have yet to meet the challenge 

and make the adjustment, we?re still waiting on you, as that resilient characteristic is 

resting inside of you ready to come out. There?s not a day that passes where I don?t 

think about the display in resiliency in my students, as well as those who going to 

display such. There?s no time like now!



Recapping Black  Hist ory Mont h at  TTHS 

Thornton Township High School typically celebrates Black History Month with a number of spirit days, art 
contest submissions, and an entertaining assembly for our staff and students. Despite the fact that we are remotely 
learning this year from home, the show did go on!  Although there was no dancing, singing, or poetry readings in a 
live setting, that did not stop our Wildcat students and staff members from keeping this tradition alive. Mr. Madison, 
Ms. Mitidiero (and the Art Club members), and Mr. Siber (along with the Rho Kappa members) made significant 
contributions with their efforts. 

This year's spirit days consisted of red, black, and green day, black out Tuesday, and school pride day. In the 
weeks that followed, other spirit days consisted of HBCU/ Greek Day (Monday, February 22nd),  which students 
were asked to wear a shirt that represents a historically Black college/ university. Tuesday, February 23rd was 
known as "Tee Tuesday": wear a t-shirt that has an image of an inf luential Black person or symbolizes Black 
History Month. On Wednesday the 24th, students were asked to "rep your root" by wearing a dashiki, kufi hats, and 
head wraps. Finally, throwback Thursday's theme was all about 90's fashion apparel. Students and teachers alike 
shared pictures of themselves in their spirit wear that represented their support from home. 

In addition to the spirit days, the Black History Month assembly was presented in a virtual format this year. 
The virtual assembly provided biographical information about inf luential African Americans such as; Claudette 
Colvin, Harriet Tubman, Robert Abbott, Shirley Chisholm, Josh Gibson, and many more. All of the biographical 
information was produced by our very own Wildcat students and they did a tremendous job. Jaylah Hogg and 
Ariana Taylor participated as speakers in the assembly via recorded video clips. 

This year's Black History Month art contest produced numerous contributions that showcased the incredible 
talents of our student body. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all of those who participated in this 
year's Black History Month activities. 

Sandra Flores took 3rd place with her "We Still Have a Dream" entry:
(pictured to the right)  

Beatrice Valadez took 2nd place with her submission:
(pictured below)

Daisy De La Torre won 1st place with her painting: 
(pictured below) 



Apr i l  i s N at ional  Poetr y  M on th  
Written by: Alfina Vahora 

Poetry is an expressive and emotional form of 
writing and our Wildcats are encouraged to pay tribute 
to all poets around the world for giving us such a pure 
form of art. The Academy of American Poets started to 
celebrate poetry in 1996 by announcing the month of 
April as ?National Poetry Month," marking poetry's 
important place in American culture.  As Robert Frost 
once said, ?poetry is when an emotion has found its 
thought and the thought has found words." The quote is 
very truthful because poems are usually written from the 
emotions we have in our heart. It is a clever way to 
express feelings, inspire others, or share life experiences 
from one's own point of view. 

Maya Angelou is a great example of how poetry 
can help others understand your point of view. She often 
wrote about her own struggles and life experiences. 
Whether her poems were meant to be therapeutic or 
informative, she certainly had a way with words in on of 
her most famous poems called, "Still I Rise." She shows 
off her true inner strength by saying,  ?You may write me down in history With your bitter, 
twisted lies, You may tread me in the very dirt But still, like dust, I?ll rise." The poem 
addresses the oppression and mistreatment she felt from society during her lifetime. The 
poem very beautifully explains that no matter how bad the people will treat her, she will 
overcome her struggles and be successful. It is one of the most famous poems ever written 
by her. She used her words to educate others about the injustices she faced in an effort to 
inspire hope and change in others. 

When it comes to poetry, all viewpoints matter and age is only a number. One 
modern inspirational poet was a child named Mattie Stepanek. He was a young poet who 
was born with a rare disorder called dysautonomic mitochondrial myopathy, a disease in 
which the life expectancy is very low. He wrote a poem when he was just three years old 
and he became a best selling author that penned several books of poetry before he died at 
the young age of 13 in 2004, leaving behind quite a legacy. In 2011, Oprah Winfrey named 
Stepanek as one of her all time most memorable guests in the history of her show. Oprah 
refers to him as, "a messenger of our times." 

 There are millions of poets around the world, both famous and non-famous. "Paw 
Prints" would like to encourage our Wildcat students to celebrate April National Poetry 
month by appreciating America's past and present poets. Perhaps some of you will write 
your own beautiful poems because afterall, it can be fun to write the poem! Millions of 
readers and writers can participate in National Poetry month online and at home. For more 
information about National Poetry Month, you can visit www.poets.org. 



Half Cap Ceremony 

Class of 2023 

As we are rapidly approaching the end of the 2020-2021 school year, many students 
and staff members start to feel overwhelmed as we begin to prepare for final exams. This 
year has had its many challenges and some of us need a friendly reminder to take a 
moment and reflect upon the many successful moments we have had this year. Many of 
our students have adapted to a new way of learning virtually and have kept their "eye on 
the prize," which is graduating from high school and transitioning into the real world. 

In honor of celebrating our dedicated Sophomore students that are on track to 
graduate on time, Thornton Township High School (TTHS) will honor the tradition of  the 
annual Half Cap Ceremony.  Like many things in 2021, the Half Cap ceremony is scheduled 
to take place virtually and will be completed in the form of a PowerPoint to share with the 
community. . For the safety of our Wildcat families and students, this is the best option at 
the moment. The PowerPoint will be released on April 29, 2021, so stay tuned for more 
information. __________________________________________

Semester 2 Final Exam Schedule 
__________________________________________



Cov id  Ch r on i cl es
A reflection of the past year from a student's perspective 

Written by: Anonymous 

Last March, a pandemic hit the world with a bang. The virus known as Covid-19 (aka 
Coronavirus) changed our lives. In order to keep  the virus from spreading, people all across the world 
had to quarantine in their houses as much as possible. Schools, businesses, stores, and even 
government buildings were forced to shut down. We were told to stay home for 14 days to slow down 
the spread, but here we are a year later and life is still not the same. As the one year "Coronaversary" 
has come and gone, our lives are still very different. Nothing feels "normal." It almost sounds like the 
plot of a strange story as I type this out into words. As a high school student in the year 2020-2021, this 
disruption in life was drastic. The school was forced to go online and students were to learn from 
home. To top off everything, the graduating class of 2021 still has to apply to colleges, make 
post-secondary plans, and graduate. Getting through this school year certainly has its challenges, but 
the purpose of this article is to ref lect on the positve and negative aspects of this past year. 

 With the virus at our doorsteps, we were forced to stay in... but maybe that wasn't such a bad 
thing. I found this to be a perfect time to bond with family and get to know myself better.  I never 
realized how much I just coexisted with my family until I was forced to be with them for long periods 
of time. My siblings have their own grown personalities and let me just say, they are absolutely 
hilarious. During the quarantine, I was also able to find the time to a job and start making my own 
money. This made me learn how to be responsible and take care of myself. By working and going to 
school, I was able to learn how to multi-task and accomplish multiple things at once. Being with family 
also helped me settle unresolved issues with them. And although remote learning has its challenges, I 
am no longer distracted by my friends at school and I can solely focus my attention on my school work. 
As I began to write this article, I was surpised by how easy it was to think of the positive changes I've 
made in my own life that have allowed me to grow as a person.  

Although I experienced so much good  during the pandemic, I also had to deal with some of the 
more difficult mental blocks that came with staying home. I had to deal with the loss of loved ones and 
that became progressively difficult, especially when it would hit so close to home. My anxiety became 
very bad also. Staying inside around family all the time can be very good at times, but at others it can 
and will become very stressful. Learning how to cope with stress differently was really hard for me 
because coping with stress in the first place was something I was just getting a hold of. I felt like the 
rug was getting ripped from under my feet. To say the least it was a major adjustment and I am still 
learning of positive ways to cope. 

If I were to make a prediction for the future, I truly think it will be another year or two until 
things start to go back to "normal." I personally do not think the world can go back to living how it 
used to. Between online education and social distancing, I think this transition has pushed everyone a 
little bit closer to the technology world and further away from each other. Working from home might 
become more common for many people in our society as we move forward. 

Overall, the journey of the last year has been life changing. I believe there were a lot of good 
and bad aspects of this past year.  Time slowed down some of our hectic lives and we were able to 
appreciate some of the smaller things. I can only speak about my personal journey, but I hope my 
fellow classmates can look back on this past year and say they're able to identify the good along with 
the bad times. You can look at the glass as half full or half empty, it is all about perspective. "Believe in 
yourself and all that you are. Know that there is something inside you that is greater than any abstacle." 
- Christian D. Larson. 



Wildcat  Spor ts 
Dur ing these unprecedented times, a litt le bit of normalcy is much needed and 

appreciated. Thankfully, Thornton Township High School was able to br ing back our athletic 
programs, even if it may only be for an abbreviated season. With 
Covid- 19 safety precautions in place, our Wildcat athletic programs  
are up and running again. Our  student athletes are glad to back in 
action and they are making the most of the 2020- 2021 school year 
spor ts. 

The Varsity boys' basketball team star ted up again in 
February of 2021. The season opener against Rich Township was 
supposed to happen Feburary 16th, but it was delayed until the 18th 
due to weather and safety concerns. Overall, they are 7- 4 and they 
have defeated Thornr idge (66- 37), Thornwood (70- 61), Crete- Monee 
(58- 42), Bloom (62- 47), Rich Township (52- 46), Kankakee (54- 50), and 
Bloom again (50- 43). 

The football team also kicked off their season with new head 
coach, Fred Gandy. They are currently 1- 1, defeating Rich Township 
(28- 24)  but losing to Thornr idge (50- 28). The football team will be 
playing against Hope Academy in Chicago (away game) on Saturday, 
Apr il 3rd at 1:00 p.m. Let's wish our football players luck! 

The Wildcat soccer team is also back and better than ever ! They are currently 
undefeated and they never cease to amaze us. The Varsity team will play against Bloom at 9:00 
a.m. on Saturday, Apr il 3, 2020 @ Bloom. Dur ing the month of Apr il, they will also go against 
Kankakee, Rich Township, Crete- Monee, and Bloom. For more information on dates and 
locations, you can go to https:// il.8to18.com/thornton/activities/soccer/b. Hopefully they can 
keep up with their undefeated record. 

As spr ing progresses, so will Thornton's athletic clubs. The next seasons will begin 
practicing over spr ing break, which will include baseball, softball, and track. We look forward 
to updating  you about our Wildcat spor ts, so be sure to stay tuned. Go Wildcats!



Creative Corner
Written by: Nina Jones

Are you looking for new ways to be creative? I will be showing you how to make a glass painting. 
Watching other people make them on Tik Tok has made me want to make one of my own, and now I?ll be 
teaching you how to make one! It is very calming, creative, and a lot of fun! They are really easy to make and 
they also make such great gifts for friends and family. Great places for it to be hung are in your bedroom or your 
living room, and they can stand on your nightstand. 

Mater ials Needed: 

1. A glass from a picture frame (size doesn?t matter)    
2. A variety of paint (colors of your choice) 
3. A thin paintbrush
4. A sharpie
5. A sheet of printer paper
6. A pencil

The steps to making a glass painting are extremely easy. Follow these steps in chronological order: 

1. On the piece of paper, draw what you want to go on the glass (roses, cartoon characters, band logo, etc.)  * If 
your not a great traditional artist, you can also print out what you want to paint*

2. Place the glass over the drawing  and trace the drawing on the glass with the sharpie.

3. Once you have traced the drawing, f lip the glass onto the other side, so the drawing looks reversed (This is the 
side where you will be applying the paint). 

4. Be aware that the paint that touches the glass will be showing on the other side of the glass--if you're doing a 
person or a cartoon character, start off with painting the eyes or the shadows of your painting.

5. Take your paint colors and start painting the highlights and shadows of your art (This will be so adding 
the lighter colors will be easier). 

6. Once you have completed the shadows and highlights, you can start painting the lighter and darker 
colors. 

7. When you feel like you?re happy with your painting, you?re done! Hang it up wherever you like, or pass 
it on to a friend or family member as a thoughtful gift. 

Now that you know how to make your glass painting, you can make as many as you like. If you don?t 
think you?re good at it, don?t worry. All it takes is practice. I am a beginner myself, but I feel like with 
much more practice, I could be so much better!
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